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Key Findings

e 21% of voters say that Trump’s presidency has been different from what they expected - up 3pp
from 18% in April. Of this group, 62% say it's been worse than they expected - in line with this same
question posed to voters in April.

e 48% of voters say that Trump'’s tariff policies have made their personal economic situation
worse - up 2pp from April - and only 8% say the impact has been positive.

e Bya24pp margin (56/32), voters say that Trump’s tariff policies are hurting the economy
overall. And by a 12pp margin (51/39), voters say that Trump is a “reckless leader” over a “strong
leader” when it comes to tariffs. This is an even wider gap with swing voters - 50% say he’s a reckless
leader to only 32% who say he's a strong one.

Survey data for this research is based on 10,305 responses, collected via online web panel August 27-Sept 2.
Responses are weighted to a model of likely 2026 voters.



The share of voters who think Trump’s Presidency has been different than what they expected has
trended up slightly, up +3pp since April and +10pp since Feb

9/02 - Whether good or bad, do you think the first months of Donald Trump'’s Presidency have been:
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Among the 21% of voters who think things are going differently than expected, 62% think it's worse
than they expected - essentially in line with April

9/02 - Which of the following do you agree with more? Trump's first few days in office have generally been:
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48% of voters believe that Trump’s tariffs have made their economic situation worse - up

marginally from April

48% say that tariffs have made
their economic situation worse -
up from 46% in April, and up from
40% in February.

Nearly half of 2024 Swing voters
believe that Trump’s tariffs made
their economic situation worse (up
4pp from April). This belief also
increased 2pp to 78% among
Harris voters.

That said, there's some indications
of polarization on the issue with
Trump voters (-1pp) and
non-voters (-4pp) less likely today
to say that tariffs have made their
economic situation worse.

9/02 - Thinking about your own economic situation, do you think President Trump'’s tariffs have personally
affected your economic situation?
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4/07 - Thinking about your own economic situation, do you think President Trump's tariffs have personally
affected your economic situation?
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Among voters who answered that Trump’s tariffs have made their economic situation worse, the
consensus is increased costs are being felt most in everyday purchases like groceries

Where have you noticed the effects of President Trump'’s tariffs increasing costs the most?
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By large margins, voters overall say that Trump'’s tariffs are hurting the economy, and that Trump
is areckless leader vs a strong leader

Do you think President Trump'’s tariffs are helping or hurting the U.S. economy overall?
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